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Thn daath of iStalin as well as the subsequort c^ianges in Moscour repor- 
tedly care as a relief to sore parts of the Czechoslovak populationr> 

It l^s believed that the imrinent danger of another world war 

has been averted^ Hie mEsber of chanfres* al%o perceptible in Prague, 
was axpla ined partly as resulting fror the Slansky trials and prtly 
as havinr to do with the governnantal I;* !’oecov,^. dtal:lr5ts per- 
sonality explained by the official Crioc ior.l -vck Corminist propa- 

t-rinaa as follows s Stalin^ no doubt, was a genius but, rnttirally^j ^ch a man comes 
only once in many years therefore Stolln^ the riant of the Soviet 
3 te,to,, oouid afford certain stops whach nobody dared criticise. ‘)ut 
ncK/, after his dmth^ there being no substitute for his greatness nor 
for his leadership, mtters must be taken up otheir^ise^ 

In connection with the above c^iangos Slansky'^s case is view^^ed diffe- 
rently, too.. Slansky and his group were not crininals, nor was Sian« 
a Tltoxst^ He waq, ratnery the protot:;p 0 of a dictator who wanted 
to coricentrate all the state power under his own control.^ He there- 
fore gathered a group of his anhorents around hincelf and put them ii>- 
to all tb.e leadiTig offices and thus controlled all the vitality of the 
states His orbit ion was, in accordance with the Iloscow policy, to 
turn Czechosltnvikia into an oconamically self-sup^wting unit absolute- 
ly independent of the ’dest« lor tixis reason travel of oorrercia'J, dele- 
-? 3 .te 5 to Western coun-^ries war restricted, and non-coOTomists were never 
porritted to travel abroad. 13ut at present, even delegates who sro not 
merbers of iite Corrrrunist Party and who are needed as experts or v*ho liave 
a positive attitude towards socialist v^ork, ore being sent abroad to^re- 
iiresent the interests of Czechoslovak industry..^ Capitalist class ori- 
gin or nnn-meHiborship in the Gorminist Party is no longer a reason for 
discrirdmtionv. It is believed t>iat such persons should not/ be rewar- 
ded for not having joined the Party in 194^ merely in order to secure 
pood .lobs-, but wlio have, although not members of the Party, proved 
thov-r good relationship to tho state and repine through dilligent work 
xn inT’-Trior job6i> So, for exaraple, a Csec'ioslovak delegation to Oslo 
i.n •nme 1953 cor-prised two C^vramlst Party merbers and two non-me:iberSo 
a general belief amorir the population that the Csec“-o3lovt?.k 
ConJTonist Party recf-lved Irstructions fror Poscovr to relax their politl— 
cf-aX c'lrrbs rsgax’dini? quaiifi?:)d technical spoclalists in order to secure 
the aroo'th runmng of industry^ 
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In the economic line Slansky^s proup stronf^ly supported larp-e industrial 
projects rcf^rdless of whether they could be borne by the economic stir.ic« 
ture of the state<, So^ for example^ although the rroject of HMO Steel- 
wc.rks in eastern Slo'^^akia had far-reachin/^ alms^ It was territorially lo- 
cated so that It was In no way ^sui table for cr^^atlnp^ a foundry industry:, 
^abor resources and labor reser\^es^ cc^l in the surroundirfTS.^" f^ood qua- 
i.lty iron ore^ means of transport - all these are lacking there.. And 
so., after s f^roup had been liquidated,, the speed of buildi.^-: up 

the HUKO Steolwork.^ was decreased and It soars that its planned ex- 
tent tljalx not be attained* illansky was also charred with fii^incin/^ 
feiestlne^s economic Isvelopr.ent^ 'iWre is no doubt tlia.t the CSR took 
a series of definite steps rif^inst Jewish citi3ens.3 JeVi5 are being re- 
moved from arlministrative jobs and are bt ing assigned to mraaal labor 
in industry., 
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